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Baseball, men’s golf cut at UND
Alex Stadnik
The Dakota Student

Hours after celebrating one
of UND’s greatest sports accomplishments, it was announced
that the university would be
discontinuing the baseball and
men’s golf programs due to
school-wide budget cuts.
“There are realities to the
amount of funding the state can
provide,” UND Interim Presi-

dent Ed Schafer said in a statement. “In fact, all of our revenue
sources will be under pressure
for the foreseeable future. This
requires us to focus, to prioritize, to plan and to make the
tough decisions.”
According to a statement
made by the UND Athletics
Department, the removal of
the baseball and the men’s golf
programs will eliminate $2.4
million dollars from the depart-

“There are realities to the amount
of funding the state
can provide.”
Ed Schafer
UND interim president

ment’s budget.
Both programs have a long
standing history at UND. While
not without some hiatuses, the
UND baseball team has been
around since 1889 and have
played every year since 1956.
The men’s golf team is also
one of the school’s oldest programs as golf became a varsity
sport in 1929.
For players, coaches and fans
of both teams, this is a tough pill
to swallow.

Installing islands in the coulee

Because it’s challenging to
play both golf and baseball in
Grand Forks due to of the uncooperative weather, both teams
were on the road the majority of
the year, if not all year.
Other than practicing at
home, the men’s golf team
spends the entire season on the
road. Since the 2007-08 season,
the team has only hosted two
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ISP’s
path
to a
major
David Satre
The Dakota Student
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Floating islands will be installed in the English Coulee this summer to help boost the eco-system of the area.

Nick Sallen
The Dakota Student
UND’s Environmental Restoration Club raised more than
$9,000 in order to install two
BioHaven floating islands next
school year in the English Coulee to help naturally filter out
the chemical runoff that is polluting the water.
The gardens will mimic a
wetland habitat for wildlife such
as birds, turtles and otters while

DS

inside

“We also hope that through these islands we can educate the community
about the importance of the natural ecosystems found in the Grand Forks
area.”
Rachel Thorstenson
club president
the flowers will provide food for
local pollinators. The president
of the restoration club, Rachel
Thorstenson, hopes these gardens will change the way students and other Grand Forks
community members see and use

the coulee.
With more than $9,300
raised, members of the Environmental Restoration Club have
been planning and designing to
install two 90 square foot islands
into the English Coulee.

Costing roughly $50 per
square foot, these islands will
provide much needed habitat
for wetland dependent animal
species, beautify campus and

Coulee: page

6

The Integrated
Studies Program at
UND is now
providing
a
pathway to a
major in the interdisciplinary
studies depart- Carmichael
ment. Historically, this program has been geared
toward first-year students, providing
them a small classroom size and a
discussion-based environment where
they can fulfill some of their required
general education courses.
The ISP program began as a way
to help students understand how
their general education connected to
real world issues and problems. It
was originally centered on four essential studies semester-long classes,
founded on the principals of encouraging student engagement with their
peers, placing an emphasis on critical
thinking, real world application and
interdisciplinary integration.
This contrasts with the traditional, auditorium-type lecture format
which most general studies classes
have used in the past.
“We now have the opportunity
for students to take [the core classes]
and some of our upper level courses,
which remain very interdisciplinary,
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City to host networking event for students
A free shuttle service will be
provided to take UND students,
staff and faculty from the Memorial Union to downtown Grand
Forks Saturday to attend a community-university forum.
The free forum, called Common Ground, will give students
the chance to network for jobs
and internships, meet city officials
and leaders, and register to win
door prizes.
Lunch discounts will be offered by downtown restaurants for
the event, which begins with registration at 8 a.m. and the first session at 9 a.m. at the Empire Arts
Center, 415 DeMers Ave.
The program concludes at
1:15 p.m.
The forum is intended to

bring UND and residents of
Grand Forks together to discuss
local topics that include population, economics, social issues,
retention of UND graduates, environment and natural resources,
history, neighborhoods, arts and
education, communication and
politics.
The shuttle will run every half
hour beginning at 8 a.m. on campus to the Empire Arts Center at
and back until the end of the program.
Registration is available online
or Saturday at the Empire Arts
Center. For registration and the
schedule, visit www.communityengagement.und.edu.

Student Government
conducts elections
Sean Cleary
The Dakota Student

Student Government elections
were held this past Wednesday at
UND. Unofficial results were released late Wednesday evening.
Brandon Beyer and Blake Andert were elected student body
president and vice president respectively. They ran unopposed.
Tomohiro Tanaka, Ethan Glidden, Sam Lerma, Nicolas Hanson,
Muneeb Hyder, Shane Hill, Blair
Nelson, Chris Petschen and Jake
Ocken were elected to the University Senate.
John Opland, Nicolas Hanson,
Chris Petschen, Eric Souvannasacd,

Eric Gefroh, Matthew Adamson,
Daniel Frank, Michael Kelsch, Kaleb Dschaak, Conrad Kranz, John
Bjorklund, Taylor Bovee, Hannah
Carlson, Layton Erikson,Tucker D.
Haffner, Ashley VanderBush, Jake
Wahlin and Nicholas Young were
elected to various Student Senate
seats.
All proposed changes to the
Student Government’s constitution
were adopted.
590 students voted in the election.
Additional elections that resulted in a tie will be decided by
the Student Senate. More information will be posted in our next issue
about the candidates.

DATEBOOK
TODAY, April 15, 2016
DEADLINE The deadline for the McDonald
Scholarship is today.
MUSIC Community orchestra concert at the
Hughes Fine Art Center 8 to 10 p.m.

Musicians Wanted
The Green Mill is looking to hold an acoustic night and is need of
Musicians! If you would like to perform at the Green Mill please
contact Travis at 320-295-0868 or email at travisl@hightophospitality.
com.

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT
COST: $7 for 50 words or less per issue.
DEADLINE: Classifieds for Tuesday’s paper are due on
Friday at noon. Classifieds for Friday’s paper are due
Wednesday at noon.
FORMAT: No classified ads will be taken over the
phone. They can be dropped off at room 8 in the
basement of the Memorial Union.
PAYMENT: Payment must be paid in full with cash,
check or mailed with payment before a classified will
run. Contact the Dakota Student office at 701-7772678 with questions.

EDITORIAL
Editor-in-Chief
Sean Cleary
sean.d.cleary@und.edu

Opinion Editor
Nick Sallen:
nicholas.sallen@und.edu

Sports Editor
Alex Stadnik:

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2016
FREE MOVIE Free popcorn included with the
viewing of family-friendly movie being shown
at the Grand Forks Public Library. This event
takes place from 2 to 4 p.m.
EXERCISE Tabata “4 minute workout” available
at the UND wellness center. This group exercise
class will take place from 12 to 12:30 p.m.

alex.stadnik@und.edu

Features Editor
Lucas Amundson:
lucas.amundson@und.edu

Photo Editor
Nick Nelson:
nicholasgnelson@gmail.com

Multimedia Editor

SUNDAY APRIL 17, 2016
EVENT The first annual Wellness Cup takes
place at the UND Wellness Center. This competitive event costs $25 for students and $30
for community members. This event takes
place from 8:30 to 11 a.m.
MUSIC The UND Graduate Voice Recital is
taking place at the Hughes Fine Art Center
from 4 to 6 p.m.
Tell us what is happening on campus
Submit information via email to
sean.d.cleary@und.edu
or call 777-2678

Classifieds:
Summer employment: Counselors, speech and occupational
therapists and aides, reading instructors, recreation, crafts and
waterfront personnel needed for a summer camp in North Dakota.
Working with children with special needs. Salary plus room and board.
Contact:
grasbek@bektel.com
Dan Mimnaugh
Camp Grassick, Box F
Dawson ND 58428
701-327-4251
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Weather
Report
Friday:
		
Saturday:
		
Sunday:
		
Monday:
		
Tuesday:
		
Wednesday:
		
Thursday:
		

High: 66
Low: 37
High: 40
Low: 33
High: 58
Low: 31
High: 67
Low: 38
High: 72
Low: 44
High: 74
Low: 45
High: 71
Low: 47

Brady Pate
brady.pate@my.und.edu

BUSINESS
Marketing Coordinator
Autumn Graber:
701.777.2677
autumn.graber@und.edu
Account Tech
Brandon Wallace:
701.777.6154
brandon.wallace@und.edu
Office: 701.777.2677
Advisers
Brandi Jewett
Wade Rupard
> The Dakota Student reserves
the copyright privilege for all
stories written and published by
the staff. Permission must be
given by the Editor to reprint any
article, cartoon, photograph or
part thereof.
> The Dakota Student is a
student-operated newspaper
published by the University of
North Dakota.
> Opinions expressed in this
publication are not necessarily
those of UND or the administration, faculty, staff or student
body of UND.
> The Dakota Student is published every Tuesday and Friday
during the academic year except
during holidays, vacation breaks
and exam periods.
> The Dakota Student is printed
at Morgan Printing in Grafton,
N.D., on FFC Certified paper
using soy-based inks.
> The Dakota Student welcomes
feedback regarding articles and
photographs, and prints corrections for articles containing
factual errors.

All staff members
can be contacted
at their email
addresses, at
701.777.2678 or in
Memorial Union
room 8. Mail can
be sent to 2901
University Ave.,
Grand Forks, ND
58203
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Finalist selected for
College of Aerospace
Sean Cleary
The Dakota Student

The search committee for
UND’s John D. Odegard School
of Aerospace Sciences next dean
has announced UND Associate
Dean Paul Lindseth as the sole
finalist.
Lindseth has worked at UND
since 1988, and he has been the
associate dean of academics at
UND’s aerospace school since
2002. He has a bachelor’s degree
from North Dakota State University, a master’s degree from
Central Michigan University and
a Ph.D. in education from the
University of Michigan.
According to UND’s website,
Lindseth began flying in 1973
while a member of the U.S. Air
Force’s ROTC program. He went
on to instruct in both flying fixed
wing aircraft and helicopters. On
top of flight instruction, he teaches aviation safety, basic attitude

instrument flying and helicopter
aerodynamics at UND.
Dr. Joshua Wynne, Dean
of the School of Medicine and
Health Sciences, is the chair of
the search committee for the new
aerospace dean. Lindseth was
chosen from five semifinalists.
Lindseth will attend open
forums at the end of the April
so that faculty, student and staff
have a chance to meet him. The
date and time of the visits will be
announced in the near future.
Current dean Bruce Smith,
who has led the college of aerospace since January 2000, announced last year that he will be
retiring in the summer of 2016.
Smith has led the school at a time
that it has become a leader in aviation and a pioneer in Unmanned
Aerospace System technology.
Sean Cleary is the editor-in-chief
for The Dakota Student. He can
be reached at sean.cleary@und.
edu

THEDAKOTASTUDENT
The Dakota Student is currently hiring editors, writers, and photographers for the
coming semester. Apply online or in the
basement of the union.
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SAVE A LIFE IN
ABOUT AN HOUR!

VISIT BIOLIFEPLASMA.COM TO
SCHEDULE YOUR LIFE-SAVING
DONATION.

TAKE
GOOD
TO THE
BANK

ALL DONORS
RECEIVE UP TO

$70
PER WEEK!

4770 TECHNOLOGY CIRCLE
GRAND FORKS • 701.772.7447
FREE SUPERVISED PLAYROOM!

$150

NEW DONORS PRESENT THIS
COUPON AND RECEIVE $150 IN JUST
THREE DONATIONS.
Must present this coupon prior to the initial donation
to receive a total of $50 on your first, a total of $50 on
your second and a total of $50 on your third successful
donation. Initial donation must be completed by 5.31.16
and subsequent donations within 30 days. Coupon
redeemable only upon completing
successful donations. May not be
combined with any other offer. Only at
participating locations.

Giving back doesn’t have to be its own reward.
When you donate plasma with BioLife, you’re
not only doing good, you’re also receiving
compensation for your time.

BAND LINEUP
April 14

w
32 Belo
PM
@ 9:30

Presented by:

April 15

JackedPMUp
@ 9:00

April 16

No Cover
Charge!

os
Dust R0hPin
M
@ 9:3

Local favorites out
of Fargo, 32 Below
provides an infectious
mix of pop and
country music.

Based out of Fargo,
Jack Up brings 100%
pure country music
to the stage.

Winnipeg’s premiere
Celtic Rock party
band, hooligans
welcome!
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COMMENTARY DSVIEW

Back to square one training Afghan soldiers

Photo courtesy of defenseimagery.mil
Marines watch on as Afghan National Army mortarmen practice at the mortar range.

Matt Eidson
The Dakota Student
According to USA Today,
the Afghan Taliban recently announced its intentions to launch
attacks against the Afghani government, which is currently being
assisted by the U.S. government
and nearly 10,000 service members currently serving the wartorn country.
This news comes as no surprise to myself. As a former Marine with separate tours in Afghanistan and Iraq, I assisted
partnering teams on both occasions, whose goal was to support
the country’s military and police
forces in the fight against the Taliban.
During my time at Camp
Blackhorse in Kabul, Afghanistan, I was attached to a group of
Afghani military police and assisted in providing training in several
areas they desperately needed it.
The training covered everything
from weapons handling to radio
equipment.
While training the soldiers,
we were advised to have our weapons on us at all times. There had
been several reports of Afghan
soldiers turning on their American counterparts and making
attempts on their lives. While I
never experienced this atrocity
personally, the threat was everpresent. The Afghan soldiers on
base were allowed to come and go
as they pleased. It was far too easy
for an insurgent to offer money to
an Afghan soldier in exchange for
information about the Americans,
or even worse, to commit acts of
violence against them.
This is not to suggest that all
of the Afghan soldiers meant to
do harm to the Americans. Some
felt a sense of pride in their country and wanted to see it overcome
the difficult times. But they were
living in an impoverished area and
rarely paid on time. When they
were paid, they would routinely
leave for a few days and take the
money to their families.

The financial hardships they
experienced made them susceptible to the persuasion of insurgents. Their desire to care for
their families drove them to commit acts they might not have had
they been paid adequately.
Considering their financial
hardships, as well as several other
contributing factors, I was consistently reminded of a simple fact:
The Afghan forces were not ready
to take control of their country.
As the forces assigned to train
them, we were on strict deadlines and forced to expedite the
process while providing the most
adequate training we could accomplish.
Soon after my return from
Afghanistan in late 2011, I heard
of the plan to remove U.S. troops
from the country. While I understand the desire of the American
people to bring service members
home, I was against this withdraw.
I knew the Afghan soldiers were
not ready to defend their country. They lacked a strong military
infrastructure that could provide
them with all the necessary training and materials. The military
had been stood up in a rush with
the intention to hand the responsibility of defending their country
back to the Afghan government,
where it rightfully belonged.
In our haste to withdraw, we
left too soon. With a new president promising the return of
American service members, the
American people voted in favor of
bringing everyone home.
In some ways, I was relieved
to hear of the withdrawl. It was
nice to know I wouldn’t have to
experience more friends and acquaintances falling victim to the
violence of the insurgents. Mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters and
friends just wanted their loved
ones back home. Had their loved
ones made it back, they didn’t
want to think about them leaving
again. They were tired of service
members dying.
But an overlying thought
was always present in my mind.

I knew the Afghan forces weren’t
ready and I feared we would have
to return. I feared cities that had
once felt a little bit safer because
of the American presence would
fall back into the hands of those
who would do harm to it’s people.
Soon after the withdrawl, areas once occupied by American
forces began falling. One by one
control was regained by insurgents, making the need for assistance from America evident once
again.
Now we’re back in Afghanistan. Back at square one. Attempting to rebuild the country and
pick up the pieces of the Afghan
forces. Maybe if we hadn’t left in
the first place, the country’s government would be stable enough
to use its military effectively, ensuring the safety of the Afghan
people.
I sometimes become angry
when I think about the cities that
fell to the insurgents. American
lives were lost securing the area
with the intention of driving out
the insurgents and bringing peace
to the area. I refuse to believe
these men and women lost their
lives in vain. They died in the service of their country and their sacrifice deserves to be honored.
I am not advocating for war or
asking for you to agree with me on
the war in general. I ask only that
you support the men and women
defending our nation, and to stay
strong when times look grim. My
hope is that, this time, America
finishes the job and successfully
stands the Afghan government
up, so that it may protect its interests without the assistance of the
American service members.
We are a powerful nation, and
as such, it is our job to defend
those who cannot defend themselves. So let’s finish the job and
bring our service members back
when the country is stable and the
time is right.
Matt Eidson is a columnist for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu

Athletics budget

Nick Sallen
The Dakota Student
Due to forecasted revenue shortfalls, conference core
sport sponsorship requirements and Title IX compliance, the
UND baseball and men’s golf teams have been discontinued.
These cuts to the athletics program are necessary, as the program needs to cover for a $2.4 million deduction in the their
budget for the 2016-2017 academic year.
I believe cutting the men’s baseball and golf team is a hard
but good decision for UND athletics, as these two sports rarely have matches in Grand Forks, due to a ton of traveling to
other locations and aren’t large spectator sports.
Because the weather in Grand Forks in the spring is not
ideal for games such as baseball and golf, both teams do not
spend a lot of time at home.
The golf team has only hosted six invitationals since the
2002-03 season and one of them was an alumni event.
Even though the baseball team does play in Grand Forks,
they are still gone for almost 60 percent of the season. While
every red-blooded American loves baseball, they don’t love
watching it in the freezing cold. A prime example is last weekend when the team was in town for the first time all season.
The average temperature was 40 degrees, which does not
equate to great baseball watching weather.
Because the teams are on the road most of the year, that
adds up to expensive travel costs. Both programs play against
teams from far off states, including California, Utah and Alabama. While they are not riding in their own private jet, shipping that many players across the country gets expensive.
UND now has 7 men’s sports and 10 women’s sports.
After adding up the rosters of all sports, there are 230 male
athletes and 196 female athletes. However, after cutting baseball and golf, the number of male athletes drops to 194. Some
might say having three more women’s sports is not reflective
of Title IX compliance, but they’d be incorrect in saying so.
Title IX does not require that each team receive exactly
the same services and supplies. Rather, Title IX requires that
the men and women’s program receive the same level of service, facilities and supplies. One of the purposes of Title IX
is to create the same opportunity and quality of treatment
for both female and male student-athletes. Eliminating men
sports programs is not the intent of Title IX, the intent of Title
IX is to bring equal opportunities for both sexes.
In order for a university to meet Title IX compliance, they
must meeet one of the following criteria: provide opportunities for student-athletes that are proportionate to full-time
undergraduate rates of enrollment, or must receive athletics
scholarship dollars proportional to their participation, or have
entirely equal treatment of female and male student-athletes.
Nick Sallen is the opinion editor for
The Dakota Student. He can be reached at
nicholas.sallen@und.edu

Editorial Board
Sean Cleary
Editor-in-Chief
Nick Sallen

Opinion Editor

David Satre

News Editor

Editorial Policy
The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free exchange of
ideas. Opinion columns and letters to the editor will not
be edited for content reasons, except in cases of criminal or
civil liability. The Dakota Student reserves the right to edit
or reject columns or letters for various reasons. The ideas expressed in columns and letters reflect the views of the writer
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the staff of
the Dakota Student.

Letter Policy
The Dakota Student encourages readers to express their
opinions on the editorial pages. Letters to the editor are
published based on merit, general interest, timeliness and
content. All letters must be limited to 250 words.
> Letters may be mailed to 2901 University Ave. Stop 8385,
Grand Forks, N.D. 58202-8385 or dropped off at room 8,
Memorial Union.
> Letters must be typed and must include the author’s
name, major or profession and telephone number.
> All letters will be edited to fit the allocated space. Writer
may be limited to one letter per month.

Opinion
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Behavior expectations remain after winning
Amina Chinnell
The Dakota Student
As the UND Men’s Hockey
team won the NCAA National
Championship, I was very excited for the university. The hard
work that was put forth into
obtaining that championship
should be validated and praised.
It is a shining light in the midst
of a hard time for our campus,
due to the budget shortfall.
However, there is something
that did bother me after the
championship.
I believe it is okay to be excited for a team that represents
our school. I believe it okay to
go out with friends and “celebrate” a win together.
However, behavior expectations should remain consistent
even after winning a championship. These are aspects of being
super fans that are not okay, as
they do not represent the integrity of the game and can be of
concern for people’s safety.
The morning after the win, I
learned that a handful of UND
hockey fans decided to take their
excitement out by vandalizing
and tipping a car.
There was a handful of individuals who were intoxicated
and ended up pushing a Toyota
Prius on its side while others
took to a parked car and broke
parts of it off.

Photo courtesy of und.edu
People have every right to rejoice after their team is victorious, but it should not be used as an excuse to vandalize property.

These behaviors are not appropriate, nor can they be justified as appropriate behavior to
celebrate the win. Even though
the actions of these incidents
were taken care of quickly, the
damage was still done.
I heard individuals throughout the week talking about these
events that had taken place as being not only acceptable, but just
traditional means of celebrating
games. The individuals had justified the acts of vandalism and
destructive behavior, and even
went on to make comparisons
with the Black Lives Matter riots

across the nation.
I for one believe that vandalism of any sort should never be
praised or accepted as an expected behavior. When one person’s
property, whether it’s a building
or car, becomes the victim of
people’s exuberance or anger, it
is unacceptable.
I will acknowledge that the
riots that took place in places
like Ferguson were not handled
the right way, but it is harmful
to compare these two situations. It is important that those
responsible for these crimes are
held accountable in the same

way that rioters in Ferguson who
broke into businesses were made
responsible for broken windows
and damaging government property.
When you look at what has
been done, it is important to
keep in mind that what is wrong
is wrong. There are no in betweens or “acceptable” conditions by which these types of
behavior should be considered.
I think that we must be
mindful to not make assumptions about what motivated
people to do it. And we should
be even more cautious to relate

such experiences to other racially motivated experiences and
events in the country.
Vandalism is sometimes an
emotionally charged response to
events or situations associated
with anger and happiness, but
these emotions should be translated and charged in more positive ways that better the community.

Amina Chinnell-Mateen is a staff
writer for The Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
aminakins101@gmail.com

Student Government lacking candidates
Sean Cleary
The Dakota Student
As I type this, University of
North Dakota students will have
the chance to select student representatives to UND Student
Government and the University
Senate. By press time, we will
have the official results.
However, unlike most elections, for student government or
otherwise, there were very few
candidates interested in the open
positions and many races are not
contested. The top positions at
the school, Student Body President and Vice President, have
only one team on the ballot.
This is not meant to disparage any of those students who
have chosen to seek the seats.
There are very likely qualified
and intelligent candidates seeking these positions, and I consider many of them friends.
What is a bit disconcerting,
however, is the seeming lack of
interest from the student body
in the positions. It could be that
students don’t see Student Senate or University Senate as effective or important, or maybe
students don’t think their voice
would be heard through either
body even if they did join.
There are certainly important issues currently being addressed on campus for which the
student voice is important. Over
the past several weeks, some students around campus have been
vocal about many issues, especially the budget. Looking back

Photo courtesy of und.edu

further, the nickname, logo and
tuition rates have all been prevalent and controversial topics.
But when the time came to
serve on a body that directly
interacts with the university
administration on these important decisions, the reaction from
students has been completely
underwhelming. Perhaps it’s easier to post on social media then
spending the time trying to actually influence policy.
This sort of apathy also
showed when the presidential
candidates visited campus. The
next leader of our university was
in the process of being selected,
but students were few and far between at the open forums hosted

for the candidates.
There are many ways students can be involved in their
community, and while Student
Government is not the only
ways for students to express their
opinions and work with the administration, they certainly are a
good place to start.
As the school year comes to
a close, the university will be
making many difficult choices.
I agree with President Ed Schafer that these budget cuts will
allow the university to put itself
on a long-term path to success,
but that doesn’t make them any
easier to stomach for some.
It’s much more difficult for
a leader to make judgment calls

when budgets are tight then
when money is abundant; this is
a fact that should be recognized
as leaders at the university try to
make these tough choices
Students should continue to
express their concerns and suggestions, and it is my hope that
this lack of interest in serving in
Student Government does not
necessarily mean there is a lack
of interest in the future of the
university.

THEDAKOTASTUDENT

Do you feel as if
your voice is not
being effectively
represented?
Pick up an
application to be an
opinion writer today!

Sean Cleary is the editor-in-chief
of The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
sean.d.cleary@und.edu
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Coulee
FROM

1

species, beautify campus and help
aid the pungent odor that’s caused
by an excess build-up of bacteria.
“We also hope that through
these islands we can educate the
community about the importance
of the natural ecosystems found
in the Grand Forks area, along
with the many steps that community members can take on a
daily basis in order to help protect
and enhance the natural environment found here in Grand Forks,”
Thorstenson said.

“We were able to
get $6,000 in SOFA
funding for holding the Earth Day
event.”
Rachel Thorstenson
club president
Constructed of durable, nontoxic post-consumer plastics, BioHaven islands float on top of the
water, providing habitat for birds
and animals. But underneath the
surface, a dynamic process takes
place.
Microbes are responsible for
breaking down nutrients and other water-borne pollutants, but to
be effective, they need a surface to
stick to. The floating island matrix, with its dense fibers and porous texture, is the perfect surface
area for growing large amounts of
microbes (in the form of biofilm)
in a short time.
Nutrients circulating in the
water come into contact with
these biofilms and are consumed
by them, while a smaller fraction
of the surface area below the islands being used by plant roots.

Cuts

FROM PAGE

1

golf events in Grand Forks, one
of those being an alumni tournament. Since the golf team’s inception in 2002, they have only
hosted six total invitational in
Grand Forks.
While the baseball team does
play in Grand Forks, they also
have a limited amount of home
games.
The team has 48 games this
season minus the post season.
Of those 48 games, 31 of them
are played on the road or neutral sites. The amount of home
games also fluctuates from yearto-year. The amount of games
are never set until the season
as UND was limited to only 10
games at home in 2013-14 but
got to play 19 games at Kraft
Field in 2014-15.
The news of budget cuts
stings even more for baseball
fans because of the program’s recent success outside of UND.
Last year, the team had three
players who went on to play
professional baseball. Pitcher
and infielder Jeff Campbell was
signed to the Atlanta Braves,
shortstop Tyler Follis was signed
by the Colorado Rockies and

Photo by Nick Nelson/The Dakota Student

A UND student crosses the English Coulee this past week. The artificial islands will be installed later this summer.

Suspended solids slough off
into the benthic zone below the
island. Organic solids stick to the
biofilms and become the base of
the freshwater food web.
Because BioHaven floating
islands are able to withstand fluctuations in water levels, they are
very suitable for the treatment of
runoff and drainage. Islands can
assist in managing the water-level
changes in urban storm waters
and agricultural runoff.

The sticky biofilm which covers the roots acts as a mechanical
filter for fine particulates, while
the island itself provides shade
to cool the water, and blocks the
light that might otherwise encourage weeds growth.
Overhanging banks act as
wave-breakers and allow passage
of fish underneath. In this setting,
the effective nutrient cycle contributes to insect and fish population growth, which have long

pitcher Andrew Thome was
signed to the Houston Astros.
The university administration has acknowledged that these
cuts were not easy to make.
“This is the hardest decision
we’ve had to make as a department and that I’ve ever had to
make in my career,” UND Athletics Director Brian Faison said
in a statement. “UND Athletics
is a part of the university and we
have to do what is in the longterm best interests of the university, as well as the athletics department.”
Both teams will be able to
finish off the remainder of their
respective seasons before the cuts
come into effect.
Men’s golf will finish its season on April 29, when they compete in the Big Sky Championship.
The baseball team is in
the midst of their season. The
Hawks will play one last road series against the UT Rio Grande
Valley before playing nine games
at Kraft Field.

Studies

Alex Stadnik is the sports editor for
The Dakota Student. He can be
reached at alex.stadnik@und.edu
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very student-centered, very connected to the real world,” said Tami
Carmichael, Director and one of
the professors in ISP, said in regards
to the new ISP-centric pathway to
an interdisciplinary studies degree.
This program will celebrate its
30th anniversary in October and
has many notable alumni, including successful musicians, lawyers,
teachers and international diplomatic staff as well as writers for the
Dakota Student.
“Now we’re seeing a wave across
the country emphasizing the use of
the flipped classrooms and creating
scaffolded leaning. In Integrated
Studies, we’ve been doing that for
over 20 years. The idea that we
could construct a learning space
around the learning needs of the
students is something we’ve been
doing for a long time,” Carmichael
said in regards to the recent increase
in discussion centered classroom
and interdisciplinary focus which
has been spreading throughout academia.
The full year, twelve-credit,
four class setup is not the only option for those interested in this alternative to the traditional route.

been a hallmark of a healthy and
productive ecosystem.
On Earth Day, April 22, the
Environmental Restoration Club
will have a booth outside of the
Wilkerson Commons where students can learn about the species
that depend on the English Coulee, invasive species in and around
the coulee, the installation of the
islands after finals week, and Litter RoUNDup while signing up
for prizes that will be given out

afterwards.
“We were able to get $6,000
in Student Organization Funding
Agency funding for holding the
Earth Day event,” Thorstenson
said. Those who attend can enter
to win prizes that will be given out
after the event.

ISP now allows for higher-level and
auxiliary classes to be taken, such
as fine arts, science lab and a one
credit book club.
“We build the curriculum
around the students’ needs and the
students’ interests, it’s not the opposite. We’re very invested in studentfirst education,” Carmichael said.
Carmichael cited the success
rate they have in creating successful students as well, explaining that
ISP students have higher grade
point averages by the end of their
first semester than their peers at
UND or sister institutions, as well
as a higher retention rate going
into their sophomore year. Carmichael also mentioned that there is
data showing “statistically significantly higher” student engagement
throughout their respective institutions.
“We think this kind of learning
is important and we can show that
it works,” Carmichael said, and she
has the supportive alumni to back
up this assertion as well.
“I made my lifelong college
friends there,” said senior ISP
alumni Amanda Leone, “and the
fact that it was a discussion-based
class made it more interesting and
made people more involved in the
material. I’ve been able to imple-

ment what I’ve learned in that class
into other coursework and everyday
life. It was great.”
Many other ISP alumni have
voiced their support of the program
and the value it brings to the university, making the availability of
a pathway to a major all the more
impactful for those who are aware
of it.
According to the UND website, “Inter-disciplinary Studies
graduates are complex problem
solvers and this degree signals to
employers that they are adept at
thinking about issues from many
perspectives, have learned to think
critically and creatively, and have
a broad understanding of many
fields. This is a major that stands
alone or is easily paired with other
majors.”
Interdisciplinary studies, which
stems from ISP, has become increasingly more and more relevant with
many other areas within UND following suit, including the Jodsaas
Center, which integrates engineering and entrepreneurship.
The integrated studies program
is currently open for enrollment in
the fall semester.

Nick Sallen is the opinion editor for
the Dakota Student. He can be
reached at nicholas.sallen@und.
edu

David Satre is the news editor for
The Dakota Student. He can be
reached at david.satre@und.edu
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Muslim scholar speaks on Shariah

Lucas Amundson
The Dakota Student

As part of UND’s Interfaith
Week, the university welcomed
Ahmed Khater, an expert on Islamic law.
Khater holds a doctorate in
Islamic legal theory and theology.
As an imam, he is a religious authority. Much of his work involves
ruling on various aspects of Shariah, Islam’s legal system.
Khater addressed a crowd
of around 30 in the Memorial
Union’s ballroom, with much of
his presentation focused on fatwas, the legal opinions of Islamic
religious leaders.
Shariah involves the rulings
and regulations that govern the
everyday lives of Muslims. This
includes diet, clothing, marriage,
business and worship.
Khater said many people think
of Shariah as only dealing with
corporal or capital punishment.

Shariah does cover these topics,
Khater said, but they are limited
to one chapter at the end of the
Islamic law manual.
Shariah includes many things
that are unequivocally clear, such
as abstaining from alcohol and
worshipping only one god. Other
topics under Shariah leave room
for interpretation, and this is
where imams such as Khater come
in.
Muslims are required to pray
five times a day. These prayers are
to take place at dawn, noon, afternoon, sunset and night. Khater
said each prayer time has a two- to
three-hour window, so most Muslims don’t have a problem meeting
the requirements.
But what happens when they
can’t?
Khater mentioned an example
of a Muslim surgeon who needs to
be in the operating room for eight
hours. Would the surgeon combine missed prayers or start with
the next prayer?

In this situation, a scholar
would give a fatwa to determine
the best course of action, Khater
said, noting there isn’t always a
consensus among imams. Many
fatwas are considered on an individual basis.
“Most Muslims don’t know
the rulings because they’re not jurists,” Khater said. “The vast majority of Muslims are not learned
theologians; they’re average laymen who know the basics of the
religion, but they haven’t studied
20, 30 years in a seminary.”
Questions regarding a Muslim’s diet can also require a fatwa.
For example, eating pork is forbidden in Islam, but what constitutes pork might cause confusion.
Khater used Starburst candies
as an example because they contain gelatin, which is made from
the collagen of animals, including pigs. If a Muslim wonders if
gelatin-based candies are allowed
under Shariah, they seek the guidance of an imam.
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Ahmed Khater addresses a crowd as part of UND’s Interfaith
Week. Khater discussed details of Islam’s religious law, Shariah.

Questions about foods that
contain even trace amounts of
alcohol also may require a fatwa.
Khater gave the examples of beerbattered fish and vanilla ice cream
— vanilla extract contains alcohol.
Even fruit can contain natural
alcohol, so Muslims might question whether it’s acceptable to
eat. Khater said it’s these everyday
questions that keep him and other
imams busy.
“My phone doesn’t stop ringing,” Khater said. “My wife gets
mad when we’re eating dinner.
She actually has to take my phone
and put it her purse.”
Khater said Islam’s legal scholars answer questions by phone,
email and social media such as
Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat.
New questions about Shariah
arise for Muslims due to changes
in modern times. Khater said
imams often adapt traditional rulings to modern concerns. He gave
the example of referring to texts
about how to pray while riding a
camel to rule on flying in an airplane today.
Flying creates other obstacles

100% TUITION ASSISTANCE • STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT
AFFORDABLE HEALTH, LIFE & DENTAL INSURANCE
SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY, STATE & COUNTRY

The National Guard can help make your college
degree a reality. Serve your Community, State &
Country, get valuable skills training, affordable health,
life & dental insurance, and graduate debt free!
C all or Te x t
SFC Adam Helgeson @ 701-317-6399
For More Information!

to proper prayer, Khater said.
Muslims face Mecca during their
prayers, and the direction to their
holy city isn’t always obvious from
40,000 feet in the air.
Khater said some Muslims
have another concern about air
travel: others’ fear of terrorism.
He said people have come to him
saying they are reluctant to pray
on an airplane because they don’t
want to upset other passengers or
“get tackled by several air marshals.”
Imams look at each case individually before giving a fatwa, but
they keep five main goals of Islam
in mind while making decisions,
according to Khater. These goals
are the preservation of life, religion, property, lineage and family.
Much of Khater’s presentation
consisted of answering audience
questions.
“This all seems reasonable,
but what’s happening in the Middle East is unreasonable,” a woman said. “So how can that be the
same religion?”
Khater said terrorist groups are
heretical subsets of Islam that are
“masters of cut and paste,” meaning they’ve taken parts of scripture
out of context to fit their goals.
“From the beginning of Islam,
they have always warned against
such people,” Khater said. “ISIS
and Al Qaeda are not new phenomena. They’ve existed throughout the centuries, but they’ve
always been banished and kicked
out of the Islamic community.”
Khater acknowledged that
Muslims have been accused of not
being vocal enough in speaking
out against terrorism, but he said
this is far from the truth. He cited
an open letter signed by 70,000
clerics in 2015 passing a fatwa
against terrorist organizations.
“We’ve been doing nothing
but condemning these people,”
Khater said. “Combating them
can be done with a sword, but
it can also be with a pen and a
pulpit. And that’s what we’ve been
doing all along.”
Lucas Amundson is the features
editor for The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
lucas.amundson@und.edu
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Shale booms shift voter preference
Sean Cleary
The Dakota Student

A recent study reached the conclusion that areas that experience
shale oil booms are much more likely
to elect Republican candidates to office.
This past Monday, Erik Gilje, an
assistant professor of finance at Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, gave a presentation at UND
on how voter preferences influence
political outcomes, using shale oil development in certain regions to measure the change in voter preferences.
Gilje began the presentation with
two hypotheses on how politicians react to changing voter preference.
“One, politicians alter their views
to adapt to the voters, or two, that
they don’t, and essentially the mechanism by which voter preference translates to political change is that you essentially have to go out and hire new
politicians to represent you,” Gilje
said.
Gilje, along with co-authors Viktar Fedaseyeu and Philip E. Strahan,
concluded four key findings from
their research: support for Republican
candidates increases in areas that experience shale oil booms, Democrat
incumbents lost more frequently to
Republican challengers, Republicans
elected to office were more conservative on a variety of issues and Democrats who voted conservatively in an
attempt to hold their seats did not
increase their likelihood of reelection.
Gilje used data for seven states
that experienced shale booms:

Arkansas, Louisiana, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas and
West Virginia. The data for the political outcomes came from U.S. Senate,
U.S. House of Representatives, governor and presidential elections from
1996 to 2012.
Hydraulic fracturing — commonly referred to as “fracking” — of
shale formations in order to access
oil and natural gas was pioneered by
George Mitchell in Texas. Mitchell is
commonly referred to as the “father of
fracking,” and the practice began to
be commonly used in certain areas of
the U.S. beginning in 2003.
“Here is the idea: There is going
to be this big shock that occurs due to
this technological breakthrough, and
then we’re going to see whether voter
processes changed because of this,”
Gilje said.
His study found in the average shale boom district, Republicans
gained a 3.2 percent share of the vote
if they were running against a Democrat. However, they did not find that
voters’ behavior was noticeably shifted
in districts with Republican incumbents.
Less than 50 percent of the
House seats in the shale boom areas
were held by Republicans in 1996. By
2012, 80 percent of these seats were
held by Republicans.
Additionally, the study found
that in congressional districts that experienced a shale oil boom, close to
six percent of self-identified Democrats voted for Republicans, while less
than three percent of Republican voters voted for Democrats. In non-shale

boom districts, more Republican voters were likely to support Democratic
candidates than vice versa.
Gilje used data from Americans
for Democratic Action to measure a
politician’s position on the political
spectrum. He also used political position metrics from three left-leaning
interest groups — the AFL-CIO, the
ACLU and League of Conservation
Voters — and three right-leaning interest groups — the American Conservative Union, the Chamber of
Commerce and the National Taxpayers Union — to measure how conservative or liberal elected officials were
throughout the study.
He found that politicians had

more conservative policy positions on
a variety of topics in areas that experienced a shale oil boom.
“When this well development
occurs, you see that they do worse
on their liberal scoring metrics and
better on their conservative metrics,”
Gilje said. “What this suggests is that
essentially there are potentially a lot
of spillovers to other types of policy.
We think this highlights how through
representative democracy you can
change in one area, which results in
policy changes in other areas.”
Gilje described the study’s findings on how Democratic incumbents
fared on average if they attempted to
shift their policy positions to better

match the electorate.
“Even those Democrats that tried
to change or adapt their views were
not successful in terms of the public
credibly believing that their views had
changed,” Gilje said.
This finding supported the hypothesis that most politicians hold to
their political views and that political
change occurs through voters electing different representatives to office,
rather than politicians shifting their
policy positions.
Gilje’s presentation was part of a
series of seminars hosted by UND’s
economics department.
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Long Island Medium: Worth the ticket?
Alisabeth Otto
The Dakota Student
A very special guest showed
up Tuesday at the Alerus Center.
It was the star of the TLC show
“Long Island Medium,” Teresa
Caputo.
Many of you were probably
aware of this and your mom
probably paid the $40 to $90 to
go see the show.
Theresa isn’t the first “ghost
whisperer” to hold shows where
a medium will approach random
people in the crowd to give that
person a message from a dead
loved one.
Popular TV mediums in the
past such as John Edward, Colin
Fry or Kim Russo have also held
cross-country tours where they
performed the same techniques
used by Caputo.
Many have questioned the
validity of Caputo’s “psychic
powers,” and by most accounts
her abilities aren’t real.
Some of you may remember a “South Park” episode from
2002 where the main characters
attend an Edward show (this was
back in the day when Edward’s
show “Crossing Over” was the
popular medium show on TV).
This episode parodies as well
as takes a skeptical eye to the
popularity of TV psychics. I’m
not a big fan of the show but
there are some interesting points
made in this episode. One thing
that’s brought up is how easy it is

“Why would you
want to go to that
show? It’s pretty
obvious that TV
psychics are fake.”
Alisabeth Otto
staff writer
for someone to perform as a psychic. There are some techniques
that an observant person can use
to predict who will be susceptible to their suggestions.
The fact that psychics can
simply stage their reality shows
and use techniques like “cold
reading” that are common tricks
used by magicians makes it easy
for skeptical people to brush
them off. There’s even a WikiHow page where you can learn
how to do cold reads of people
on your own.
So what is the draw of mediums? Why do shows like these
become so popular? To quote
“The X-Files”: “I want to believe.” All of us have lost loved
ones, whether relatives, friends,
or even pets or acquaintances.
The reality is that death is scary
and inevitable and it’s comforting to believe that a person can
give us messages from people in a
realm we can’t know (for a price

of around $40 at the Alerus).
For some people it’s just fun
to marvel and wonder at how a
performer can perform mysterious tricks. It has the same draw
as a magic show. As I was reading about Caputo’s appearance
my mom mentioned that she was
disappointed that she didn’t get
a ticket.
“Why would you want to go
to that show? It’s pretty obvious that TV psychics are fake,”
I said.
My mom admitted that I was
probably right, “I don’t know if
she can really talk to ghosts, but

it would make me happy to believe that the people I miss could
still talk to me somehow.”
There are definitely things in
this world that can’t be explained
and debates about phenomena
like ghosts, aliens and the Illuminati will probably go on
forever. But as for TV psychics:
I know that deep down people
probably know they’re being
duped, but maybe it’s healthy to
reflect on a person you lost and
believe they’re happy where they
are now. To hear they miss you
or have messages for you could
ease your grief.

So while people like Caputo are clearly great magicians
and smooth talkers, there’s also
a chance that our dead loved
ones really are in a place beyond
this world. But if they are, they
definitely have better things to
do than talk to a crazy lady like
Caputo.

Alisabeth Otto is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
alisabeth.s.otto@und.edu
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Hanging 8 to roaring applause

Hawks players and coaches celebrate their national title win with fans at the Ralph Engelstad Arena
Adam Gunderman
The Dakota Student

The UND men’s hockey team
returned to the Ralph Engelstad
Arena to celebrate its national
championship victory with their
fans on Monday.
About 6,000 boisterous fans
made one last trip to Ralph Engelstad Arena for the 2015-16 season
to watch the national championship celebration.
Alumni and students arrived
at the arena to see the team, the
new trophy and hear from the
players and coaches. It was a special event not only for them, but
the fans as well.
“Us bringing back the championship back here is truly amazing,” UND alumnus Bryce Johnson said. “Everyone is so happy,
it’s great to see. Every student and
alumni will remember this day for
the rest of their life.”
One by one, the players were
introduced by announcer Darrin
Looker as they came out of the
tunnel. They were met by loud
cheers from the fans in the stands.
The players were very appreciative of the support that the fans
gave them no matter where and
when they are playing.
“I got off the plane and hoisted the trophy to all the fans who
were at the airport,” Forward
Drake Caggiula said. “It was a
special feeling to get off that plane
and see all the people who have
been supporting us all season
long. I held that trophy high because it’s not just for us, it’s for all
the people who helped build this
program and our fans are a huge
part of this.”
Once everyone had taken
their spots on the ice, speeches
were made by coaches, administrators, players and the university
president.
Albeit simple, Interim Presi-
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The entire men’s hockey team was on hand to celebrate winning the program’s eighth national title.

dent Ed Schafer may have said it
best.
“I have to tell you, my recent
phrase is: The University of North
Dakota plays hockey,” he said.
Early in the season, it became
apparent to both players and
coaches that they had something
special in the team this year. Many
great players and teams have come
through the university, but there
was something different about
this squad.
“Throughout the year, you
could feel this group was special,”
UND coach Brad Berry said. “We
openly discussed it throughout
the season.”
Along with the fans, the team
reflected on its victory and also
the season they had. For many, it
was still almost surreal.
After the final horn had
sounded, there were a range
of emotions coming from

the Fighting Hawk players.
“Is this a dream, or is this
real,” Cagguila said. “To win a
national championship is a special
time, and I couldn’t believe it actually happened. I had waited four
years for it, and to get it in my last
collegiate game is a special thing.”
The praise for UND hockey
did not end at the players. Berry
made sure to thank everyone that
is involved in the program such
as the trainers, assistant coaches
and employees of Ralph Englestad
Arena.
“We have the best staff in college hockey,” Berry said
Whether you were at your
house, in downtown Grand Forks
or actually in Tampa Bay for the
championship, it is something no
fan will forget.
For fans who attended the
games in Tampa, they have said it
is a once in a lifetime experience.

“Immediately after the game,
I stood there for a long time,”
UND student Ana Villanueva
said. “I just watched the seats and
ice empty and was among the last
to leave. It was just such a surreal
feeling that I wanted to let sink
in.”
For fans in Grand Forks who
flooded the streets after the victory, it was just as sweet as being
there in person.
“I was at Joe Black’s Bar and
Grill for the game,” Johnson
said. “It was the best experience
I’ve ever had watching a sporting event. After we won, I think
I hugged at least thirty of my
friends and joined in singing ‘We
Are the Champions’ with the 400
or so people at the bar.”
The dedication of the UND
fans is unmatched in college
hockey. Fans pour their hearts and
souls into the team every season.

They continually are at the top of
the country for attendance every
season.
“Personally, throughout the
season I spend my few spare dollars to go to every hockey game
and function I possibly can, including traveling to Tampa,” Villanueva said. “Hours are spent
waiting in line. All of this for a
team that gives me something to
believe in when much of my time
is spent working or stressing about
school.”
The ceremony was very memorable for all UND fans, young
and old. At the end of Berry’s
speech, he had a message for the
UND faithful.
“We’re here to hang nine next
year,” he said.
Adam Gunderman is a sports
writer for The Dakota Student. He
can be reached at
adam.gunderman@und.edu

Hawks able to beat NDSU on the road

Allyson Bento
The Dakota Student

Wednesday afternoon, the
Fighting Hawks headed down
to Fargo in a non-conference
matchup against rival NDSU
Bison.
In Fargo, UND softball
kicked off the afternoon by
snagging a win and stunning
the Bison in a 4-1 finish. Kaylin
VanDomelen continued to excel
as she pitched an entire game.
The redshirt sophomore faced
28 Bison batters while throwing
71 strikes, five strikeouts and
only walked two batters.
VanDomelen played as well
off the mound as she did on it.
The Banks, Ore., native went
two for four and drove in one of
UND’s four runs.
The Fighting Hawks’ best
pitcher leads the Big Sky Conference with 107 strikeouts this
season and ranks third in the
conference with a 2.85 ERA.
VanDomelen wasn’t the only

person producing on offense.
First baseman Emily Bell went
two for three, including a double
and a homerun. The senior also
collected two RBIs and one run.
UND took an immediate
lead at the top of the first inning with two runs from Nicole
Babrowski and VanDomelen,
with the RBIs from Keegan and
Bell respectively.
Quickly adding to its 2-0
lead, the top of the second saw
the bases loaded for UND when
NDSU starting pitcher Jacqueline Sertic hit batter Taylor Hansen with a pitch to advance the
runners and bring another run in
for UND. The Bison were able
to get out of the inning without
any additional casualties.
Sertic would be pulled as
NDSU sent Kaitlyn Leddy to
the mound in hopes of getting
back in the game.
UND would load the bases
but could not capitalize as both
sides remained quiet through the
fifth inning.

Leddy felt the wrath of Bell
as she smashed a homerun to
left field at the top of the fifth,
increasing the lead to 4-0 for
UND.
VanDomelen held the Bison
in a near shut out, but NDSU
showed that it was not going down without a fight. Left
fielder Maritza Lopez-Portillo
smashed a homerun out to right
center in the bottom of the seventh inning to rob VanDomelen
of her fifth shutout for a final of
4-1.
VanDomelen claimed her
10th win of the season and the
Fighting Hawks moved their record up to 13-25 overall.
UND will come back home
this weekend, as they play
Northern Colorado. The first
game of the doubleheader begins
at 2 p.m. with the next game
starting at 4 p.m.
Allyson Bento is a sports writer for
The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
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Kaylin VanDomelen was key in UND’s win against NDSU.
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Lewis still shines in the midst of turmoil
Though just a redshirt freshman, Miles Lewis has become one of the Hawks best hitters

Photos by Nick Nelson/The Dakota Student

UND redshirt freshman Miles Lewis has been instrumental in the baseball team’s wins as he leads the team in batting average.

Hunter Plante
The Dakota Student
Even though there will not
be a UND baseball team next
season, that has not stopped red
shirt freshman Miles Lewis from
being one of the Fighting Hawks
best players.
Usually a redshirt freshman
would want your first game to be
against a lesser opponent so you
can get your feet wet and ease
into the college
game.
W h e n
Lewis
set
foot on the
plane,
he
didn’t know what
to expect from his first series. That series, by the
way, was against the USC
Trojans, who started the
season ranked No. 12 in
the nation.
One would also expect a
redshirt freshman to struggle
in his first ever college baseball
series.
Lewis did the exact opposite.
Lewis was immediately put into the number two spot in the
lineup and did not let
UND coach Jeff Dodson down. Lewis had
four hits and an RBI
single in that series.
“It was definitely an eyeopening experience,”
Lewis

Schedule

said. “A lot of nerves going in,
and I was just glad to get that
first win out of the way with my
team.”
That was just the start of

things to come for Lewis against
the “big dogs” of college baseball.
The Fighting Hawks would
follow the USC series with
games against Alabama, Kansas, St. Louis, Wichita State and
Creighton.
In every single game, Lewis
had success. In the Alabama series, Lewis finished with two
hits, followed by a three hit
performance and
one
stolen
base game
against
t h e
K a n sas Jayhawks.
The freshman also had a career game
against St. Louis where he had
four hits, four RBI’s, one
double and one triple.
In
one
game
against
Wichita
State, he had
one hit and

“Speed is one of my
best assests of my
game. I try to hit the
ball on the ground
and try to beat
ground balls out.”
Miles Lewis
UND Infielder
then in a series against Creighton, he had three hits.
It could be said that Lewis
has adjusted to the whole college
baseball thing pretty well.
That hefty schedule has undoubtedly helped the young
catcher and outfielder prepare
for the WAC schedule.
“The first weekend, seeing
pitches that were 93 or 94 mph,
and then coming into WAC play
where the pitches are upper 80s
or low 90s, it looks really slow,”
Lewis said. “The ball looks like a
beach ball right now.”
Lewis has been crushing
WAC pitching so far. In nine
WAC games, Lewis has 14 hits,
with seven RBI’s and one home
run.
Throughout the entire year,
Lewis has stayed consistent. The
Hudson, Wisc., product has
started in all 24 games, while
batting .358 with one homerun,
and 12 RBI’s.

Lewis also mentioned that
speed is a big part of his game,
and that is evident with his five
stolen bases on the year.
“Speed is one of my best assets of my game,” Lewis said. “I
try to hit the ball on the ground,
and try to beat ground balls
out.”
Miles spent his year working
hard on his swing and other aspects of his game in the Hyslop
Sports Center and it is paying
dividends.
Last year, Lewis had labrum
surgeries on both shoulders
and he is the first to say that he
wouldn’t have been ready to play
last season.
“I don’t think I would’ve
been ready to play last season,
with the surgeries I had,” Lewis
said. “But I continued to work
hard and it’s paying off this season.”
Miles is 100 percent this year
coming off of those two surgeries, and WAC coaches and pitchers might have a long year with
the young Lewis wearing that
UND jersey.
Up next for Lewis and the
rest of the UND baseball team is
an away series against University
of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
After the three road games,
the Fighting Hawks will start a
nine-game homestand at Kraft
Field.
Hunter Plante is a sports writer for
The Dakota Student. He can be
reached at
hunter.plante@und.edu

W TENNIS

SOFTBALL

BASEBALL

M TENNIS

UND VS. IDAHO

UND VS. N. COLORADO

UND @ UT RIO GRANDE

UND VS. IDAHO STATE

1 p.m. 4/15 UND

2 p.m. 4/15 UND

7 p.m. 4/15 TEXAS

10 a.m. 4/16 UND

